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EARTH SCIENCE 
First Semester 

School Year 2023-2024 

 

What do we do in Earth Science? 

 
The Earth Science course is designed to introduce the high school sciences to the typical freshman student. The 

Earth science course will lay a foundation and prepare students for success in all future high school science 

courses. 

 

All Earth Science courses must include instruction in the practices of science and engineering, allowing students 

to engage in problem-solving, decision making, critical thinking, and applied learning. All Earth Science courses 

are laboratory courses requiring a minimum of 30% hands-on investigation.  
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Section 1: Course Overview 

 

What will you learn? 

The Earth Science curriculum covers the fundamentals of Earth Science, such as:  

a. Foundations of Scientific Thoughts and Processes; 

b. Fundamentals of Chemistry in the Universe; 

c. Mapping the Earth; 

d. Fundamentals of Earth Chemistry; 

e. Paleo Earth Systems; 

f. Modern Earth Systems; 

g. Ecology; and, 

h. Human Impact. 

 
Earth Science 
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Section 4: Class Policies and Grading Criteria 
 

Classroom policies and procedures 

MOBILE PHONES ARE NOT TO BE USED IN CLASS.  ALL AIKEN HIGH SCHOOL 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS WILL BE IMPLEMENTED. 

 
1. Students are required to take quizzes or tests on the date they are scheduled even if the student is 

absent the day before. These will be announced WELL in advance! 

2. Projects are due on the scheduled date. 

3. Teacher is available for help upon request. 
4. It is the responsibility of the student to inquire about missed assignments or extra help. 

5. Students are expected to be prepared to LEARN upon entering the classroom. The student should 
have the necessary materials as well as the proper frame of mind. 

6. Other people and their property should be respected at all times. 
 

Grading Policy 

 
¶ 80% Tests/Exams/Quizzes/Assessments/Projects 

 
¶ 20% Formative assessments/Homework 

 
 

Academic Honesty 

 
Students are expected to follow the guidelines outlined in the Aiken High School student handbook 

regarding Academic Honesty and Discipline Policy.   

  

WHEN WILL LATE ASSIGNMENTS BE ACCEPTED 

¶ Up to 3 days late after the set deadline, however, late work will NOT be accepted after graded 

work has been reviewed in class. 

 

CONSEQUENCES FOR LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

¶ One day late = highest possible score is 80% of the maximum points set for the task 

¶ Two days late = highest possible score is 70% of the maximum points set for the task 

¶ Three days late = highest possible score in 60% of the maximum points set for the task 

 

WHAT STUDENTS SHOULD EXPECT WHEN TURNING IN LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

¶ Late assignments are graded last which could take several weeks 

 

 

MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS & ASSESSMENTS POLICY 

 

· If a student is absent for 2–5 days, an excused note is required. 

· The excused note will be handed in to the attendance office. 

· Students will be given # of days missed to turn in make-up work and make up assignments/assessments upon return 

to school. 

· For absences > 5 days, administration will determine the number of days allowed to make-up assignments and 

assessments. 

· Administration reserves the right to deny a student the privilege of making up assessments with their t 842.04(t)-3( 82.04 re
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